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Business Spotlight

 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

HAMILTON • ROLEX • CARTIER • CITIZEN • LUMINOX • SKAGEN • TAG HEUER • SWISS ARMY 
WATCH, CLOCK, JEWELRY SALES & SERVICE CENTER

CERTIFIED WATCH MAKER • WATCH REPAIR • WATCH BANDS • BATTERIES FOR ALL WATCHES

1401 MISSION STREET. SUITE C6 • SOUTH PASADENA, CA 91030 • 626.799.9919
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 10AM - 6PM • SATURDAY: 10AM - 5PM

Vana
Watch&Jewelry

G R A N D  O P E N I N G

ROLEX, BREITLING, OMEGA, TAG HEUER, CARTIER, BALL, MOVADO, 
HAMILTON, LUMINOX, VICTORINOX (SWISS ARMY), CITIZEN, SEIKO

Watch, Clock, Jewelry Sales and Service
Certified Watchmaker • Watch Repair • Watch Bands • Watch Batteries

1401 Mission Street, Suite C • South Pasadena • 626-799-9919
Monday - Friday 10am - 6pm • Saturday 10am - 5pm

Bring in this ad for 
$5 off any item.
One per customer, 

One per visit.

Casual restaurant offering a menu 
of traditional Chinese fare, 

including seafood specialties.

OAK TREE INN
Chinese Seafood Restaurant

1315 Fair Oaks Ave • South Pasadena • (323) 682-2882
11AM–10PM • menu: oaktreeinnpasadena.com

Lunch • Dinner • Cocktails 
Daily lunch specials

Free delivery, minimum $40, within 3 miles

 A Little Bit of Everything
         Hodgson’s Antiques Sells a Wide Variety of Vintage and Antique Collectibles at Affordable Prices.

Peggy Hodgson, above, owns Hodgson’s Antiques with 
her husband Leonard. Photos by Kamala Kirk

By Kamala Kirk
Contributor

Peggy and Leonard 
Hodgson have been an-
tique lovers for as long 
as they can remember, 
and it was this shared in-
terest that ultimately in-
spired the couple to open 
their own business.

“Before Leonard and I 
got married, we thought 
we would decorate our 
home with antiques 
because we liked old 
things,” Peggy explained. 
“He was good at finding 
and repairing things, so 
we began to hunt around 
and found all sorts of in-
teresting items that we 
fixed up and stored at 
my parents’ home. By 
the time we were mar-
ried, we had acquired all 
of these unique antiques 
and collectibles.”

While driving around 
South Pasadena one af-
ternoon during the sum-
mer of 1971, the new-
lyweds came across an 
available storefront on 
Mission Street and de-

cided to rent it. Within 
a few days, Hodgson’s 
Antiques was open for 
business and quickly 
became a mainstay in 
town, popular among 
locals and visitors alike. 
It remained in that spot 
(which is now Griffins of 
Kinsale) for many years 
until the building sold, 
so the Hodgsons moved 
into the space next door, 
where they still are to-
day.

Upon walking through 
the door, guests will find 
a large variety of items 
for men, women and 
children. There are nu-
merous racks containing 
sheet music, vintage pho-
tos, report cards, news-
papers, and magazines, 
along with postcards, 
clothing, purses, hats, 
and jewelry. There are 
also bookshelves lined 
with pottery, kitchen-
ware, Tiki collectibles, 
dolls, toys, and much 
more. 

“We have so much in-
teresting stuff, and we 

carry a little bit of every-
thing,” Peggy said. “We 
try to stick with things 
that we know people are 
interested in and looking 
for. We also sell vintage 
Valentines, some of the 
first forms of photogra-
phy such as ambrotypes, 
as well the occasional 
odd piece of furniture like 
trunks, boxes, and tobac-
co cases.”

And while it may seem 
overwhelming upon first 
glance, there is a sense of 
organization that keeps 
everything together.

“I arrange everything 
into groups, like salt 
shakers in one corner, 
purses and sheet music 
in another,” Peggy ex-
plained. “That makes it 
easier to find items be-
cause there’s so much 
stuff in here. We know 
where everything is and 
can help our customers 
find what they’re looking 
for. I call it ‘organized 
chaos.’”

All of the items that 
the Hodgsons sell in 

their shop are privately 
purchased from individ-
uals, and in addition to 
older antiques and vin-
tage pieces, they do carry 
some new silver jewelry 
as well. When asked to 
explain the difference 
between vintage and an-
tique, Peggy said that 
everyone’s definition is 
different, but to her, an 
antique is something 
that is over 100 years 
old, and a vintage piece is 
something from the early 
‘90s and before. 

Their store does carry 
some vintage designer 
items, and in the past 
they’ve sold designers 
like Louis Vuitton and 
Gucci. Peggy pointed out 
that she only will sell 
those items when she’s 
certain that they are au-
thentic, and she always 
likes to make sure that 
her price points are rea-
sonable. Items in the 
store range from fifty 
cents to a thousand dol-
lars, although most items 
are under $100.

“You can find some-
thing really cool in here 
for less than $25,” Peg-
gy said. “I have to make 
sure that my price point 
makes people want to 
come back—that’s why 
we’ve been here so long. 
Our items are very af-
fordable, and there’s 
something for everybody. 
I think our reputation of 
having fair prices and 
standing behind what we 
do means more than any-
thing. If you treat your 
customers right—don’t 
misrepresent things, and 
your prices are fair—one 
person will tell anoth-
er and it will just keep 
growing. Our customer 
base is what keeps us in 
business.”

Peggy remains mod-
est when it comes to 
her accomplishments, 
but she has appeared 
in countless magazine 
and newspaper articles, 
and appeared twice as 
an appraiser on Storage 
Wars, which also filmed 
scenes in her store. And 

while she doesn’t like to 
give names, Peggy has 
had countless celebrities 
and set designers come 
into the shop to purchase 
items for award shows 
and television episodes.

“What I love about 
working in this business 
is that everything that I 
touch today is different 
than the things that I 
touch tomorrow,” Peg-
gy said. “There’s always 
something that I hav-
en’t seen before, which 
keeps things interesting 
and fun. Many times I’ve 
thought about retiring, 
but then I’m reminded 
why I love doing this so 
much. As long as I can 
stand on my own two 
feet, I’ll keep doing this.”

Hodgson’s Antiques is 
located at 1005 Mission 
St. in South Pasadena. It 
is open Tues., Weds., Fri. 
and Sat. from 11:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., Thurs. from 
11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., and 
Sun. from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.. For more informa-
tion, call (626) 799-0229.


